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October 11, 1 995

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
RUSCH MEMBER OF EIU MARCHING BAND
CHARLESTON -- Heather Rusch, daughter of James and Leona Rusch of
Bartlett, is serving as a featured baton twirler for Eastern Illinois University's Panther
Marching Band.
Rusch, who has significant experience in twirling competitions, won the
position through an audition last spring. Her strong twirling abilities add significantly
to the pageantry of this year's band performances, according to director Joseph
Manfredo. This is the first time in 10 years the band has a feature twirler.
The marching band is one of many performing band organizations at the
university that performs at each Panther home football game, pep rallies and in
exhibition for the EIU "Panther" Marching Festival, a competition featuring more than
30 of the finest high school marching bands in Illinois.
The 1 35-member marching band combines traditional music and choreographed
maneuvers with the best contemporary drill techniques and current popular music.
Members come from all academic disciplines within the university.
A 1995 graduate of Elgin High School, Rusch is a freshman zoology major.
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RUSCH

Eastern, located in Charleston, is a public, residential university that places
priority on teaching excellence. More than 10,500 on-campus students are enrolled
in undergraduate and graduate programs. Non-traditional and part-time students are
enrolled in programs at both on- and off-campus sites. University faculty are involved
in a wide range of research and public service activities.
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